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Summer Morning Worship - Rev. Steph preaching
No Community Fridge Cooking today
Walking Women
Stop ICE Vigil at 8th St. and Cherry St.
Wyck Garden Tour
Carillon Recitalist Michelle Lam
BLM Vigil at Unitarian Society of Germantown
Bible Study via Zoom
Meeting for Immigration Justice via Zoom
Need In Deed Ice Cream Social at Jeni’s
Ukraine Vigil at Unitarian Society of Germantown
Women’s Group
Summer Morning Worship - Rev. Darren Hgoood preaching

Sun, July 19
Mon, July 20

Tue, July 21
Wed, July 22

Thu, July 23
Fri, July 24
Sat, July 25
Sun, July 26

First United Methodist Church of Germantown

 Lead Pastor Rev. Alisa Lasater Wailoo  •  Pastor of Spiritual Connection Rev. Stephen Heilakka 
Office Administrator Michael Yancey  •  Exec. Assistant Tamia Walker

Director of Music Adrianna Barnett  •  Organist/Pianist Jodi Acker Bohr 
Tech Specialist Geovanni Andujar  •  Communications Coordinator Danaé Reid

Sunday, July 19, 2026 • 10 am

 Permission to podcast or stream the music in this service was obtained from CCLI via License #2983492.

 The First United Methodist Church of Germantown (FUMCOG) is a diverse, urban community of faith that
seeks to experience and worship God through Jesus’ message of love and inclusion and the mystery of grace

expressed through his life. We affirm our commitment by working together, taking risks for social justice and
peace in our community, our city, our nation, and our world.

Ladies, you’re invited to join us for an afternoon of fellowship, encouragement, and connection!
📅 Saturday, July 25th |  🕡 1:00 PM

This month’s gathering will be held in Pilling Hall and will transition into restorative meditation brought by
HealYourLovePeriod. You may want to bring a blanket, pillow, or yoga mat, but there is no need to bring
anything — come as you are!

Whether you’ve attended before or this will be your first time, we would love to have you join us for an
uplifting evening of sisterhood, faith, and encouragement.

Sisters in Strength — Growing together in faith, fellowship, and strength.

🌸 Sisters in Strength Women’s Group 🌸



Standing with body and spiritCall to Worship
One: Holy and loving God, Alpha and Omega,
we are weary. We come to this sanctuary, to
experience love in a chaotic world. Anoint our
souls with your love.
 
All: (Singing) *Spirit of the Living God, fall
afresh on me. Spirit of the Living God fall
afresh on me.
 
One: Holy and Loving God, Alpha and Omega,
we come to this place to remember who we
really are. We are your children. Melt the fear.
Mold the Joy. Create us anew.
 
All: (Singing) *Melt us, mold us, fill us, use
us. Spirit of the living God fall afresh on us. 
 
One: We come this day to be renewed. We
gather this day to rejoice in the tie that binds our
hearts in love.

*music in UMH 393

First United Methodist Church of Germantown
Sunday, July 19, 2026 10:00AM

Welcome To All Coming To Worship!
All people of all ages are invited to full participation
in the engaging worship and outreaching mission
and ministry of the church. We strongly encourage
all persons to sing the gender nouns and pronouns
they prefer in referring to God.
Congregational responses are in bold type.

AAHH - African American Heritage Hymnal
UMH - United Methodist Hymnal
TFWS - The Faith We Sing
FJ - Fiesta Jubilosa
SEEDS - Seeds Upon the Wind 
W&S - Worship & Song
 SoZ - Songs of Zion
JCS - Justice Choir Songbook

Jodi BohrPostlude
“Fiesta”, by Gerardo Guevara (Ecuador, 1982)

Rev. Steph HeilakkaSermon
"Hand of God" Whose 'side' is God on?

Announcements & Acknowledgements
As a faith congregation, we acknowledge that this is
a pivotal moment in American history and that our
mission is clearly laid out in the Gospel of Jesus.

We acknowledge our mission to:
seek justice for black and brown people of all
genders and orientations
dismantle systems of bias and racism
call out those who protect the power of state-
sponsored violence against black and brown
bodies,
and re-center the voices of the marginalized of
our community and society.

We acknowledge our part in perpetuating white
norms of language, style, worship, behavior, and
culture, and, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
we acknowledge the truth that Black Lives Matter.

We acknowledge that this service of worship is being
held on the traditional lands of the Lenape people,
and we pay respect to elders past and present.

We affirm the sacredness of Native people, their
languages, their cultures and their gifts to the
church 
and the world.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Mother-Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever. Amen.

Welcome and Passing the Peace

Offering Prayer
Almighty One, we come before You with
grateful hearts, acknowledging that every
good and perfect gift comes from You. Thank
You for Your faithfulness, Your mercy, and
the many ways You provide for us each day.
As we present our tithes and offerings, we do
so as an act of worship. Just as Jesus taught in
the parable of the wheat and the weeds, help
us to remain faithful and fruitful in Your
kingdom, even in a world where good and
evil exist together. Give us hearts that are
rooted in Your truth and lives that bear the
fruits of righteousness.
Our gifts this day are an expression of our
love and commitment to Your work. We
embrace the mystery of how these gifts will
multiply and proclaim the Good News. Amen

Standing with body and spiritOpening Hymn
UMH 694 - Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

(see insert for full text)
Scripture Reading Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Cover design by Bruce McNeel

Celeste Zappala, liturgist
Rasheeda Miller, reader
Geovanni Andujar, tech

Wayne Snover, tech
Dan Ross, tech

Jodi Bohr, piano & organ
Adrianna Barnett, soloist

Jodi BohrPrelude
“Let us Cheer the Weary Traveler”, African-American

Spiritual, arr. Samuel Coleridge-Taylor (1905) Barbara RevereGathered Prayer

Standing with body and spiritHymn
UMH 132  - All My Hope Is Firmly Grounded

Thank you for joining in worship today. You are
invited to remain in your pew during the postlude to
quietly reflect during this final movement of worship

or to move peacefully into your afternoon. 

Lemonade Lull will be available in Pilling Hall
following the postlude.

Adrianna BarnettAnthem & Offering
“Title”, by Arr./Comp

Silent Reflection

(see insert for full text)
Contemporary Reading

Beverly Lucas & Kristen Pinder
Stories That We Share

Standing with body and spiritClosing Hymn
UMH 660 - God Is Here

???Sung Response
TFWS 2171 - Make Me A Channel of Your Peace

Benediction



Insert for Sunday, July 19, 2026

Staff and Office Information

Office Hours
Tuesday-Friday from 9:30am-5pm

Pastor Alisa .….…......…….….wailoo@fumcog.org
Rev. Stephen Heilakka.....heilakka@fumcog.org
Dwight Woolford........info@dwcleaningco.com
Geo Andujar..................fumcogtech@gmail.com
Adrianna Barnett..................music@fumcog.org
Jodi Bohr...............................organ@fumcog.org
Michael Yancey……................office@fumcog.org
Tamia Walker...................assistant@fumcog.org
Danaé Reid...................danaereid96@gmail.com

Want to Connect?
Use this QR code to access our link tree. From there, you can follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram or YouTube, fill out an online connect card or easily reach 
our website: www.fumcog.org

If you’re looking to do any of that while you’re here, you can connect to wifi 
using the following:                  WIFI: Fumcogsanc             PW: FUMg3rm2020

Please know that we are thinking about and praying with you.

Prayers for FUMCOG Friends and Family

KIDS AT FUMCOG
All children are beloved and welcomed here. We

offer three ways for your child(ren) to engage:

 *  Join in our “Nursery Ministry.” All kids 6 and
under are invited to join Ms. Lanette in Pilling

Hall immediately following the Stories That We
Share.

 *  Enjoy a “Kid Activity Bag”. Just ask an usher.
 *  Play in the “Children’s Space” in the Sanctuary’s

back corner.

We are so glad you and your family are here!

For Wayne Varnadore as he continues to recover.

For Chanelle Spearman and her son Kyle who
survived a house fire, and prayers for them in this
time of transition.

For Mira, Jordanian daughter of Laura & Dale
Stahl, and her family who have been impacted by
the attack on Iran. The whole Middle East is
suffering. 

For Rob Lasater, father and grandfather to Alisa,
Chris, Anthony, & Andrew.

For Krista Hansen and her treatment of new health
concerns.

For Betty, Joy, Karima, Kim, Robin, Nate, Allen,
Bridgette, Michelle, Latasha, Thea, Buleuh,
Carmettea, & Camela’s healing.

For the Marshall, White, Carlton, & Redmond
Samuel families’ & Joy’s family’s comfort.

For Donald Knotts, who is healing from cancer.

For Jean Young, Barb Revere's longtime friend,
from Omaha, Nebraska, as she's receiving treatment
for Acute Myeloid Leukemia.

Prayers for Jennings Sims who has been diagnosed
with a terminal genetic disease.

Prayers for Sylvia Bolden, a long time member of
the FUMCOG family who has experienced some
challenging health issues over the past 7-8 months.
She would greatly appreciate visitors to boost her
spirits. The visits do not have to be lengthy and are
best between the hours of 1:30pm and 4:30pm, any
day. Sylvia is living at Simpson House (2101
Belmont Avenue) in the Flanigan unit (F-20). 

For Willie Little who has returned to Jefferson
Hospital. 

For the family of Edie Fletcher.

Ray and Eileen are grateful for all the love and
support from the FUMCOG family… prayers are
working as growth of Ray’s cancer tumors has been
reduced by 30% after the first cycle of chemo.

For Jean Walker, who is recovering at home after a
hospital stay.

For Troop parents Antonio McCall, Cheryl
Greene, Cary Smith & Edna Smith, for the health
and recovery for their family members.

Upcoming Dates
Monday, July 20

Native Plants in Wyck's Garden, 6:30pm
Recitalist Michelle Lam, 7:30pm

Wednesday, July 22
Mass Meeting for Immigration Justice, 7pm

Saturday, July 25
Women’s Group at FUMCOG, 1pm

Sunday, July 26
Guest Preacher Rev. Darren Hagood

Monday, July 27
Wyck's Landscape Through the Ages, 6:30pm
Recitalist Carol Anne Taylor, 7:30pm

Sunday, August 2
Lay Preaching sermon series begins, 10am

Sunday, September 13
Morning Worship returns to 11am

Sunday, September 20
Homecoming Sunday, 11am

The work of wrestling with the word and helping one another live God’s truth belongs
to all of us. Thankfully, FUMCOG knows this well and has a tradition of Lay
preaching. So join us this August as our laity lead us in the theme “We Shall Overcome”
with Sermons and Testimonies about how the Spirit has helped them personally and us
as a Community Overcome….and the lessons from those stories that can lead us.

August 2 - Celeste Zappala                  August 9 - Lisa Chapman
August 16 - Surprise Guest with Rev. Steph

August 23 - Ann Peronne                   August 30 - Tamia Walker

Lay Preachers in August

REMINDER
There are hearing assistance devices located in the
back of the church near our tech crew. If you need
one, please ask an usher and they will be more than

happy to help you receive one.



AnnouncementsReadings for Sunday, July 19, 2026

The Parable of the Weeds
24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom
of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his
field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went
away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed
heads, then the weeds also appeared.
27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir,
didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then
did the weeds come from?’
28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and
pull them up?’
29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are
pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with
them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest.
At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the
weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then
gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’”

36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house.
His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us
the parable of the weeds in the field.”
37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good
seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world,
and the good seed stands for the people of the
kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one,
39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The
harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are
angels.
40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the
fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of
Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out
of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all
who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the
blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
Whoever has ears, let them hear.

Scripture Reading Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
People are often unreasonable, illogical and self-

centered;
Forgive them anyway,

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish,
ulterior motives;
Be kind anyway.

If you are successful, you will win some false friends
and some true enemies;

Succeed anyway.

If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you;
Be honest and frank anyway.

What you spend years building, someone could
destroy overnight;

Build anyway.

If you find serenity and happiness, they may be
jealous;

Be happy anyway.

The good you to today, people will often forget
tomorrow;

Do good anyway.

Give the world the best you have, and it may never
be enough;

Give the best you’ve got anyway.

You see in the final analysis, it is between you and
your God;

It was never between you and them anyway.

- attributed to Mother Teresa

Contemporary Reading
Pastor Alisa was invited to be the Founder’s Day
preacher at her home church in New Mexico. While
there, she will also be enjoying time with her father
until she returns to the East Coast on July 30th. 
 
Until then, you can contact the clergy below for
your pastoral needs:

July 17-20: Rev Steph
July 21-25: Deacon Nikki
July 26-30: Rev Kipp of Chestnut Hill United
(215) 833-8863

Pastoral Coverage

We are still collecting food for members of a local
Latina church who are not safe to go to work
currently. You can leave any non-perishables
(especially rice, beans, oil, and corn flour) in the
marked boxes by the entryway, sanctuary and
Pilling Hall. Thank you for your support!

Help our Immigrant Neighbors

The prayer vigils to stop ICE raids is still going
strong! Join Pastor Alisa, other clergy, and
community leaders at the ICE office on Mondays at
11 am. Pastor Alisa is glad to help with rides to ICE
Philadelphia Field Office, 114 North 8th Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19107. Call her for more
information (267-405-1383).

The weekly BlackLivesMatter and Stand with
Ukraine vigils will meet as usual in front of the
Unitarian Church on Lincoln Drive. Both begin at
4 pm with BLM being on Tuesdays and Ukraine
support on Fridays.

Weekly Vigils
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